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Budding Young Scientists

Charlotte, Aisling, Lewis and Oliver have visited
Calder High School several times this year to take
part in their Young Scientists programme. They
have become experts on the science of bubbles
and will be teaching Year 6 children all about
bubbles along with Mr Emberton from Calder High
when he visits later this term. The Young
Scientists programme is just one of many links we
have with Calder High which have worked very well
this year.

Well Done Wainstalls Pupils
| am very impressed by the good
positive attitude our pupils are showing
towards their SATS tests. | share the
discomfort of many in subjecting young
children to such tests and so we work
very hard to ensure our children do not
feel under pressure. Our constant
message is that these are not ‘pass’ or
‘fail’ tests and nothing for individual
children to worry about — just an
opportunity to ‘show-off’ what they can
do. We are not a ‘hot-housing’ school
and our high standards are based on a
broad and balanced curriculum, not
limited teaching aiming only to achieve
high test scores in Maths, Science and
English. At the same time, we expect
our children to take any kind of
assessment of their achievement
seriously and to try their best. This is
exactly what our children are doing —
so well done.

This Week’s Podcast: an interview with
our Young Scientists — what was it like going to
Calder High? What did they learn about? Why did
they have to smash eggs!?

Tune in to www.wainstalls.ik.org to find out the
answers!

Have you tried Gridclub yet? www.gridclub.com
(user name: wai6530, password hx27te). If you
encourage your child to go to the site map you will
see all sorts of games and activities to support
learning. On the site map you will also see the link
to ‘Little Grid’ — activities particularly suited to our
younger children.

...and Well Done Class 4

Class 4 have filled their marble jar — a
reward for good class behaviour — and
chose for Mr Perry to come and give
them a juggling demonstration and
lesson. See them at a circus near you
soon...
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Want to receive this newsletter in
full colour by email?

Email your address to
head@wainstalls.calderdale.sch.uk
and | will add you to the mailing list.
Or why not listen to the podcast?
Find it at www.wainstalls.ik.org .

Sun Safety

As | said last week, we are very keen as a school
to learn outside if this benefits the children. Here
some Class 4 children are calculating area and
perimeter. There was a great deal of outdoor
learning last week. What did take us a bit by
surprise was the amount of strong sunshine we
had. | think it is our joint responsibility to protect
our children from the sun — parents by providing
sun cream and sun hats, and the school by limiting
exposure to the sun. Last week | am not sure we
always got our side of this responsibility right and
some children may have been outside for too long.
We have discussed this as a staff and are clearer
now about limits on strong sun days.

Promoting Reading
Watch this space for the launch of
our Wainstalls Year of Reading —
coming soon. In the meantime,
Calderdale Library Service have
linked up with Eureka for Story
Seekers Week — a whole week of
book-related activities during half
term. Children with a Calderdale
Library Card can attend for free —
see www.eureka.org.uk for more
information.

Pig Racing
We are all looking forward to Pig
Racing night on Saturday night (17™
May) — ask for a form from the
school office if you haven’t got your
tickets yet.

Flora Tokens

Mrs Morley and Miss Barber would
love you to collect the tokens for
cooking equipment currently
produced on Flora packs. You can
either go on-line yourself and
register each token — worth 20p — or
send them into school and we will
do it.

Tonight (14" May) at Heath Centre,
Free School Lane, Halifax, 7 — 8.30:

Dyslexia Roadshow

For parents and anyone else
interested. Just turn up or call
Rachel Ingham 01422 394094 for
more details




